
The seeds of an apple do not grow true. To propagate 
the same variety you must use a process called 
grafting. 

Grafting: ‘the act of inserting a small piece of plant 
into another so as to come into organic union.’

‘Cultivated Land’ 
Orchards of Portobello & Surrounding Areas,
by Annie Lord annielord.co.uk

(a) Lauder Lodge 2017
Craigentinny Meadows lay between 
Portobello and Restalrig. In the 
19th century it was used to grow 
meadow grass, the land fertilised 
by sewage waste. The land is now 
occupied by rows of neat houses. 
On the corner of Wakefield Avenue 
is the care home, Lauder Lodge. 
On the perimeter of the site is a 
neat line of crab apples. In late 
summer the branches are filled with 
rosy red fruit and in the winter  
the bare branches crisscross the 
sky, carving it into different 
shapes. 

(b) Mr Creelman’s Garden 1828
The director of Abercorn Brickworks 
gathers the rejected bricks from his 
factory to use in his garden close to 
the seafront of Portobello. He builds 
two curved walls and plants apple trees 
into the earth at their base: Melville 
pippin, Wellington apple, Scarlet non-
such, Hawthorndean apple. The fruit 
trees are trained to the walls, the 
warmth of the bricks encouraging the 
fruit to swell and grow. 

(d) Donkeyfield Community Orchard 2010
Opposite Brunstane railway station on 
a triangular piece of land that slopes 
down towards the burn sits Donkeyfield 
Community Orchard. Set up in 2010  
it is tended to by a group of local  
volunteers who over the years have 
learnt how to grow, prune and propagate 
apple trees. They gather to work,  
harvest and enjoy the surroundings  
of the Orchard. 

(e) Pinkie House 1885
John Lyall, the gardener of 
Pinkie House, Musselburgh, 
carefully packs a crate of his 
apples and takes them to  
display at the Royal Caledonian 
Horticultural Society’s Apple 
and Pear Congress. 
His best crops come from the 
oldest trees in the garden. 
A series of labels declares the 
apples’ names: Tower of Glamis, 
Alfriston, Broadeyed Pippin, 
Catshead. 
The site of the orchard is now 
occupied by the playing fields 
of Loretto School, the neat 
lines of trees replaced by 
the white makings of the blue 
sports court. 

(c) Easter Duddingston Lodge 1874
Charles Jenner – founder of Jenners 
Department Store – and his gardener 
Mr Chapman have cultivated an elabo-
rate garden at his home on East  
Milton Street. There are alpine beds, 
an arboretum and an orchard. A cata-
logue from 1874 accurately describes 
thousands of plants but when it comes 
to the apples it falters and several 
of the trees are described simply as 
‘Garden Varieties’. Malus prunifolia 
and malus toringo are two named  
varieties of crab apple. 
In the early 20th Century, after the 
death of Charles Jenner, several 
mature trees are donated to the Royal 
Botanic Garden Edinburgh. 

‘Graft’ Storytelling 
performance by Annie Lord 
at Donkeyfield Orchard which 
explores the art of graft-
ing, alongside artworks 
from Annie displayed in the 
orchard, freshly pressed 
apple juice, and food.

Weds 11th Sept, 6-7.30pm
Limited spaces available, 
please book via the Art 
Walk website


